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Abstract 
Formal education in Nigeria has come to be recognized as a powerful 
instrument for national development. Also, education of young people 
of which secondary education falls into has traditionally received strong 
support and encouragement in this country. The fact that secondary 
education is an important level of formal education where our 
adolescents are brewed is not debatable. This paper examines the state 
of Nigeria‟s secondary schools in this 21st century, pointing out the 
characteristics, problems and needs of adolescents and suggestions for 
improving on their morals. 

Introduction 

Education is one of the legacies that the government can bequeath to its citizenry. An educated and 

disciplined citizenry makes for a great nation and economic development. Looking at the products of 

secondary education in this century, one would be poised to say that education has sunk to its nadir. This is 

because, secondary school which in the past was the source of recruitment of personnel into the economy is 

now a shell of its former self. 

The Status of Secondary Education in Terms of the Expected Goals 

Mkpa (2005) opined that it was envisaged that secondary school leavers should be sufficiently 

self-sustaining in the absence of government employment. This is not forthcoming despite the new 

education system that was meant to reduce unemployment. This adverse effect on our youths is probably 

because of poor planning on the side of the government as evidenced by that introductory technology 

equipment that were massively imported and enthusiastically distributed to our schools in those days of oil 

boom which today lie here and there, abandoned at the mercy of vandals. 

The new curriculum introduced certain subjects that sought to accomplish definite functions. For 

example, social studies, religious and moral instructions were meant to cultivate a generation of well bred, 

disciplined, and responsible Nigerians. The question arises as to what extent the school curriculum has 

attained the goal of youth discipline in Nigeria. Any discerning Nigerian would readily accept that youth 

indiscipline is on the increase today. The youths have become vulnerable to crime today than was the case 

when the National Policy was enunciated. The youths are closely associated with secret cults, rape, arson, 

looting, restiveness, bullying, pornography and many more. 

Thus, in today‟s Nigeria, we can easily conclude that the curriculum has failed to impact positive 

morals on the youths. The practical agriculture introduced into the curriculum was supposed to stimulate 

interest of Nigerian youths in Agriculture and thus redress the lopsided emphasis on petroleum products as 

the mainstay of the nation‟s economy. Two decades after the policy was put into effect, we all know whether 

the agricultural sector has resurrected from the comatose condition. It becomes apparent that the goal of 

popularizing agriculture has still not been attained by the curriculum. 

Also, the continuous assessment mode of education was introduced in our secondary schools 

among other things to reduce the incidence of examination malpractices. It was believed that as students are 

continuously assessed, they would get used to examinations and so be less inclined to cheating in what 

would have been a “one shot” examination. Today, examination malpractices are rampant with students 

introducing various new ways. 

The foregoing would tend to suggest that in terms of curriculum relevance, in terms of utility and 

functionality and in terms of the primary goals of our curricular reforms of the past, we cannot correctly and 

confidently assert that we have a good report to present. 

Secondary school teachers on the other hand are not left out. The poor performances of students in 

the science subjects and English language go to imply that the quality of teaching is very poor. We may put 

the blame partly on the absence of instructional materials, partly on lack of adequate motivation for our 

teachers whose salaries are owed or delayed for endless months, and 
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partly on other variables. The fact still remains that our students are not performing well in school 

generally, and this is indicative of unsatisfactory teacher performance as professionals. It is often believed 

that “if the learner has not learnt, the teacher has not taught”. 

Students‟ Problems and Needs 

Secondary school students who are mainly adolescents have many problems and needs contrary 

to what society expects of them. Bakare (1983) observed that society expects adolescents to achieve some 

emotional independence from parents; select and prepare for occupation, marriage and family life; and 

assume social responsibilities and conform to the moral and ethical codes of the society. The awareness 

on the part of the adolescents of these expectations is a source of anxiety and conflict. 

They want to be heard and reckoned with. This is probably because of their advanced intellectual 

development. Thus, Atkinson et al (1990), observed that ability to think of alternatives to the way things 

are is characteristics of adolescent thought and makes it possible for them to be concerned with 

philosophical and ideological problems and to question the way adults run their affairs leading to desire 

for independence. On the other hand, it could be noted that the main problem of our youths is the search 

for identity. In the process of this search, the students may experience role confusion when they fail to 

have a conception of the appropriate types of behaviour that are expected of them. Occupation choice 

becomes a great concern and significant because it is a major decision, and if taken satisfactorily, it leads 

to a sense of identity. Hence, the significance of the findings by Achebe (1972) and Abiri (1977), those 

most Nigerian adolescents are unrealistic in their choices. 

Also as regards morality and adherence to societal ethical codes, Owuamanam (1988:13), 

submitted in the following: 

The attitudes and practices of young people towards religion has weakened. 
There has been a decline in church life, religious orthodoxy and a shift 
to liberalized ethical but not theological Christianity with them having 
no religious preference at all. Today‟s adolescents have been shown to 
place no emphasis on religious beliefs. Clearly, youths of today, are at 
cross-roads with regard to religion. Their conflict about what to believe 
and think about ... needs carefully planned guidance. 

It is therefore, apparent that our secondary school students and in fact the adolescents in our 

society are saddled with many problems and needs that needed to be solved by the adults in the society 

through skillful planning, guidance and supervision. 

Recommendations 

To redress the issue of immorality found in our younger ones which is a propelling factor to 

perpetuating other vices, the following suggestions may be considered: 

1. Parents should be truthful to themselves and assume their roles in all their entirety. They should plan 

their families very well and work out their plans in the fear of God. They should set good examples for 

their children to copy and not to compound their children‟s problem by their attitudes. They should 

learn to have good time with their children and not always abandoning them to themselves thereby, 

creating dangerous vacuums that are often filled adversely. 

2. Teachers in schools should also live out to their creed as parents in schools. They should not only see 

teaching as a profession but as a calling from God to raise a brand new generation for Him. To this 

effect, teachers are expected to be highly disciplined so as to inculcate good moral traits to the 

younger ones. They should desist from aiding and abating examination malpractices and should 

endevour at all times to master their subjects and inculcate same soundly to their students. 

3. The government should provide enough facilities that will encourage parents to adequately train their 

children in schools. Such schools tagged today as „Special Centres‟ where examination malpractices 

are perpetrated should be closed immediately. There should also be proper remuneration of staff in 

schools so as to boost their morale to proper performance. 

The government should also censor the activities of the mass media so as to minimize the 

pollution done in the minds of the adolescents. They should also be ready to punish offenders of laws

 



 

 

without minding whose ox is goared. They should also fortify the police and other law-enforcing agents for 

proper functioning and be ready to punish them promptly when they erred. 

Conclusion 

The fact remains that in Nigeria today, there is so much hardship and scarcity that many families 

are living under terrible economic conditions. Such conditions do not support or promote family 

happiness and harmony and so tend to hinder adolescent upbringing. Many families lack basic necessities 

of life, and as a result, appear to neglect their roles in the upbringing of their young ones. Also, the quest 

for material things and ignorance make some parents to neglect their supervisory roles thereby, living 

their young ones at the whims and caprices of the devil. 

The school on the other hand, should be a moulding place where the adolescents are taught 

knowledge and skills required for employment, mores, traditions and values of their communities. The 

school is expected to teach the youths ways of adapting to and surviving in different conditions in the 

environment. Teachers and other staff in the schools should provide models for good behaviour through 

honesty, diligence and self control. Experience from Nigerian situation, shows that staff discipline and 

self control are yet to be fully attained in Nigerian schools, the result is that adolescents tend to rebel 

when it appears to them that those who teach them how to behave are in real life, behaving differently 

from the very way they are asking them to behave. 

The government also should stem up their supervisory roles and close down schools that are 

sub-standard. Such schools with very poor staffing and facilities located in sordid environments should 

be closed down as these are brewing grounds for examination malpractices and other vices. It is proper 

that the activities of the mass media should be monitored to be in conformity with the existing societal 

norms and cultures. So also are the magazines, novels and posters that are thrown into the Nigerian 

markets for the consumption of the adolescents. There is a definite need for. programmes which teach, 

encourage, represent and uphold positive values of patriotism, sound morality, cultural pride and 

intellectual stimulation to be produced and put on the screen and media antennae to reach everyone 

especially the young and growing generations of adolescents. 
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